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Peyos of the Head Parshas E 85 71

Rounding Off the Peyos of the Head 11. The bottom. The peyos extend downwards
Since in the coming days, after Lag B'Omer, many people will be taking hair- until the point of connection between the
cuts, and also many children will be marked with Jewish identity with their first skull and jawbone (5v 2°n 777 .5 NN oA

time hair-cuts and forming of peyos, on the occasion of the Chalakah, we found

it necessary to repeat the laws of peyos so that they do not trangress the TZJm.‘l). The poskim argue exactly where this
prohibition of removing the peyos. is (,0°3 M7 'N1DON MY TN MIRN ANd

TYDIPN XM WTTY MTIN 10).
12. Some hold that this is midway down the ear,
aligned with the middle of the ear canal [1 in fig.] (x"n>2x% Yy n"w

The Issur
1. It says in the Torah (15,0 xp™), “Do not round off the edge of
your head and do not destroy the edge of your beard.” Some say

the reason for this issur is because idol worshipers and priests do MR 2 "D).

this (x771 7Y 70 o"am). 13. Others hold it is aligned with the bottom of the ear canal which is
2. ‘Rounding off means cutting off the hair straight from the where the earlobe begins [2 in fig.] (7 2% yIX n"wa k210 MR MR

forehead, which has no hair, through the area behind the ear, ’> 'Y 11°21 MR XM ,'2 MR 37D 0 271 WP *R N1 7170 3'N).

which also has no hair, making the whole spot free of hair (3mon).  14. Yet others hold it is by the end of the ear, as is implied by the
3. Shaving the whole head. If one cuts off all the hair on his wording of the Mechabeir (v"0 x"5p "o 7 Y"1w), who writes,

head, including his peyos, he also violates this issur (,00 0"am “until below the ear”. Some explain this to mean until the point

"D X"DP "D TP P"1V). where the ear connects to the jaw, which is generally by the

4. The one who shaved and the one who got shaved. If one shaves
another’s peyos, they both violate the issur, even if the one who
got shaved did not facilitate the haircut by turning his head ( y"w
7’0 DW), just he does not get malkos if he was totally passive.

5. Non-Jew. Therefore, a Jew may not have a non-Jew cut off his
peyos. If one gets a haircut from a non-Jew, he should caution b~ J'I1N.‘|JPT nx.s 1’703”]'7 T ’U"_D P TOITN 1307). o
him not to touch the peyos area whatsoever, thus fulfilling a 16. Receding hairline. One who is not bald, but whose hairline
mitzvoh by preventing the issur of cutting off his peyos. receded from where it was in his youth, should also measure

from where his hairline was when he was younger.

middle of the lobe [line between 2 and 3 in fig.]; others say it is

until the bottom of the lobe [3 in fig.] (X" mx 77npYy 7°pn Y2 1oD).
15. Bald. One who is bald above the forehead should measure the

top of his peyos from where the roots of his hair used to be

A Woman
6. This issur does not apply to women. However, miderabonon, she Length of the Hairs
may not cut off the peyos of a man or boy (1"'o ow y"w). Therefore, 17. Razor. Some say that the issur of cutting off the peyos is only

if a woman gives her sons haircuts, she must know these halochos when done with a razor which completely removes the hair all
well and be careful. the way to the skin, like the issur of destroying the beard (o"am
The Boundaries 171 7"p 2p). This is the first opinion cited by the Mechabeir (y"1v

7. By the forehead. The peyos begin at the corner
of the forehead, where the hair on the head
meets the hair at the side of the head [x in fig.]
(7oon AN ,2°PO X"DP PO TP N1 XA AI0PA T
1IN 11OWY).

30 R"Dp PO T'7).

18. Using scissors like a razor. Others, however, hold that, unlike the
issur of destroying a beard, the issur of cutting off the peyos is
even when done with a scissors, if done like a razor (3o man v'x
1 70). This is the second opinion in the Mechabeir (ow). The

8. By the back of the ear. The peyos extend to the Mechabeir, along with many poskim (o w127,n7p mx 3 W n"yw
highest point on the natural curve of the hairline above the ear, T2BR 1777 270 R"11 "0 "X 21, 070), concludes that one should be
which is at the halfway point along the ear’s width [a in fig.] machmir like the second opinion. This is the accepted psak.

(77> My 121 MR, XMTNR 0w 1oo70o1). 19. Length of the hair. In line with this psak, some hold that as long as

9. Some say that one should add a bit above the ear. This is measured some hair remains, one does not violate the issur of ‘lo sakifu’ (7"®
by raising the top of the ear and pressing it against the head, then 1”0 V"D X" ,2"0 R"Dp "0).
adding a drop (»"rxn 71o). This comes out to around an etzba 20. Most poskim hold that the hairs must be left long enough that it is
(ymx 7oP), or 2 cm, above the ear. possible to bend the top of each hair to its root (owaopo n">7

3P 70 T7'n > n"w ,0"nan). This is the halochoh.

21. ‘Bending the top to the root’. The poskim hold that this the
equivalent of 3-5 mm. long ("w1n15vY,7"Yp MY Mx¥Nn NN%n 'o
1 MR R"W 'ny R"n). Therefore, the poskim write that one who
makes sure to always leave the hair 5 mm. long is certainly
safe ("> 'my Dip1 Nrb).

10. Strictly speaking, the top of the peyos is a
straight, diagonal line from the forehead to the
area behind the ear [from X to a in fig.].
However, some add and use a curved line [a in
fig.] as a hiddur mitzvoh (x"min owa 15o»00).
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22. Electric clipper. When using an electric clipper, the number 2
plastic guard is generally 5-6 mm. long. Therefore, even if one
trims the whole peyos area with a 2 or higher, all agree he does
not violate the issur of ‘lo sakifu’. Using a 1, on the other hand,
gets into a potentially serious issur of cutting off the peyos.

23. Sometimes, the number 2 guard is not 5 mm. long. Therefore,
one must ascertain the length of the guard.

Quantity of Hairs

24. Some Rishonim hold that as long as one leaves forty hairs in the
peyos region, he does not violate the issur of ‘lo sakifu’ (o"am
11" 2»0). However, most poskim hold that one may not cut
off any hairs within the entire boundary of the peyos (,0"0y" 1w
12°DX 717 270 R”17 "D Y"nR°2, 2P0 N"57T oo V"D YYo X™N). This is the
halochoh since it is a sofeik de’oraiso (""2).

Caution During a Haircut

25. Hairline by the ear. When the
barber cuts the hairs by the
hairline around the top of and
in front of the ear with an
electric clipper, scissors, or
razor, he must make sure not
to cut the hair less than 5 mm.
long to avoid any shailos. It is
very common for barbers to think that if they leave the peyos,
there is no issur. However, the truth is, as explained above, that
this is included in the issur. Since it is very difficult to be precise, it
is better not to do so at all.

26. Chassidishe haircut. Those who get a number
zero haircut must be extremely careful not to
cut any hairs near the peyos area, as this can
lead to cutting hairs within the peyos area at
the end of the hairline by the forehead [X in
fig.]. Also, they must make sure not to cut with
a number zero until halfway across the width of
the ear [a in fig.]. Some make a mistake and cut
hair in front of the ear. Even if one leaves long peyos, it is still ossur
to cut off the hair from these areas (n"op »o 7"n ’mwn).

27. Thinning out sideburns. Those who, wanting
to thin out their sideburns within the peyos
area, trim these hairs to a length less than 5
mm. are getting into a potentially serious issur
of cutting off peyos.

Combing Peyos

28. Some poskim say it is ossur for one to comb his peyos with a
comb if doing so will definitely pull out hairs (0"wn P91 X"V
2 MX 2717 7I¥N XN 'O PY 07N 22 n1aw), as we find that a
nozir may not comb his hair (.2"n n).

29. However most poskim hold that one may comb his peyos (o"nn
N MR D TP NRMIM DT XM 27P0 NPNnpa Xn 0" o 1'r). The
minhag is to be meikel.

Growing Out Peyos

30. Although the issur of cutting off the peyos does not require one
to grow them, just not to trim them lower than 5 mm. (above, 21),
many grow out their peyos. One reason given for this is to
distinguish and separate Jews from among non-Jews. This is the
ultimate Jewish appearance and fulfills the posuk, “I separated
you from the nations to be Mine” (,pwi1 *1D IR ,XVIRORI T"IR2
5" qannn mTon).

31. Yemenites refer to peyos as ‘simonim’ since they are a symbolic
testimony to what identifies us and sets us apart from non-Jews.
‘A matter is upheld by two witnesses’ (1151 nawb 1’2 x"'n YN WK 12
'Y 9 7).

32. Some infer this from the wording of the Mechabeir, who writes, ‘No
hand should touch the entire width of this area’ (0o x"op »0 77 Y"w).
They interpret this as referring to the length of the peyos as well.

33. The Arizal would not cut his peyos until they reached all the way to
his beard. At that point he would trim them since from there and
down is not called peyos of the head (on® m°a 31, 0°w1Tp 'D MIXNA WY
oW Y 7). The minhag of pious and virtuous individuals is not
to cut them at all (‘o »o 7"r 2°x> 127 "1V ,1"VPO DW N"577).

34. In front of the ear. Since peyos are a sign of Jewishness and
distinguish us from the nations, some make sure that their peyos
stay in front of their ears, not above or behind, to demonstrate that
they are proud of them, not ashamed (Y2 wp»a 191,0°°on anm R 12
XYM RPN APV’ N2R).

-

A

35. Hagaon Rav Chaim Kanievski requests of those who come to him
for a brochoh to leave their peyos in front of their ears [some
people, before going in, put their peyos in front, and then put them
back behind the ear when they leave. This may be geneivas da’as].

Arranging Peyos on Shabbos

Curling Peyos on Shabbos

36. The Mishnoh in Shabbos (:1"x) states that one may not make a
‘godeles’ in hair on Shabbos. The Rishonim argue whether this
means braiding or any manner of fixing up hair to sit properly and
nicely. It is ossur since it resembles building (,7"xw "o v"21 N"w
730 3"W "D Y'1X°12 R20).

37. Tight curl. Based on this, some Acharonim forbid curling peyos in
a beautiful and professional manner since it resembles building
(o RN 1"MwN P ®0 NYWn MXp 07N 7" MR P 07D YXIW’ NIRDN
V")

38. However, some poskim allow curling peyos on Shabbos, as only
braiding resembles building (o7 v N ,7”1 »0 M”n 0"WIAN NV
0”70 K1 YN IR DMWY 37RO NMMIX).

39. Loose curl. All agree one may twist his peyos a little in a loose,
light manner so that they are not unkempt. Also, one whose
peyos are already naturally curly may curl them a bit more to
keep them in place (ow J>wn Mxp).

40. Coiled peyos. Some people coil their peyos and place them over
or next to their ears. This would seem to get into the above
machlokes. However, it would seem that if one would do it
loosely, just to organize his peyos without being meticulous
[unlike those who make elaborate twists using different parts of
the peyos], he would be allowed to wind them on Shabbos and all
agree it is not a professional act.

41. However, one must be very careful not to pull his peyos too hard
since that would be cause for concern that he may pull out hairs
on Shabbos, which is ossur as a toldoh of gozeiz (n"w "o n"x y"v
X"D). It is ossur when done in a way that it is a psik reisho that hair
will come out (1"5po 3"w "D 2"N).

42. Easily pulled out. One whose hair is very weak and comes off at a
slight touch may not touch his hair on Shabbos whatsoever since
it is a psik reisho that some will come out (3”20 3w »0 Y"1 D"p).

Combing with a Comb

43. One may not use a comb on his hair on Shabbos (1”30 3w "o Y"WV)
since it is almost certain that he will pull out hair (vopo 0w a™n).
Every rov should caution the people in his town about this ( nyw»
oW 2"n ,apY’). Therefore, one may not arrange his peyos with a
comb on Shabbos.

44, Even if there is no concern of pulling out hairs whatsoever, one
may not use a comb on Shabbos since it is uvdo dechol.
Accordingly, combs are muktzeh and may not be moved at all
(1”Dpo "W "D 2"N ,X"PD 173V "D R"IN).

Gel or Sugar Water

45. One may not use gel or sugar water to style his peyos on Shabbos
(7o o0 YR a D"Y).

Arranging Peyos After Teviloh

46. One who tovels in a mikvoh on Shabbos must make sure not to
do sechitoh on his hair, which is ossur miderabonon (175w ”o 2"n
71"po). Therefore, while his peyos are still fairly wet [wet enough
to get something else wet], he should not roll or tie them tightly if
it is a psik reisho that water will come out. If they are only slightly
damp, it is muttar (3o p"o N"w 0 2"1M1,X"YP P"O XK"Y "D 2" D"Y).

47. Therefore, after toveling, one should wait until his peyos are not
very wet before arranging them. He can also place a towel on
them without pressing it to get off the excess water and then,
when they are merely damp, he may arrange them loosely. He
may also shake the water of the hairs without squeezing them ( 12
71”170 XM 11271 TR N™1Q /N MR TIPD 279 °1 WK).

48. Arranging the peyos in the water. One may arrange his peyos
while they are still in the water since there is no issur sechitoh
underwater (1"n,m”1 70 2N PRNA XKAIW N"W "0 'Pil 77D "V ,RTYIN
TP P0).



